
A Taste ofWisconsin-100 points -Due: November 10 

-Find evidence of at least two ethnicities or cultures that were represented in
Wisconsin's history. Describe the ethnicities and cultural groups that were

represented.
In my research, I found evidence of Belgian and Czech cultures represented in 

Wisconsin's history. The Pearl Foshian papers gave insight into Belgian-American 

foodways, and included some handwritten recipes. The Czechs in Wisconsin documents 

included a cookbook that gave evidence of their culture and food ways. (I also looked at the 

memoir of Margaret Pike, whose mother was Welsh and whose father had Welsh and 

English background, gave a small insight into her parent's cooking habits, although I will be 

focusing on the Belgian and Czech populations in Wisconsin). 

Belgium is a country in Western Europe, and is home to two main linguistic groups: 

the Walloon population who speak French and the Flemish population who speak Dutch 

("Belgium"). A portion of the population also speaks German. The dominant religion is 

-Roman Catholic, and fine arts and sports are particularly celebrated ("Belgium").

The Czech Republic is a country in Central Europe near Germany and Poland. The 

Czech Repulic is one of the least religious countries in the world, although citizens are 

tolerant of those who are religious. It is known world-wide for its uniquely made glass and 

crystal art pieces. Sports, beer, and video games are culturally important, and the Czech 

Republic has a high standard of living ("Czech Republic"). 

-Determine when these two particular ethnic or cultural groups arrived in

Wisconsin. Were there specific reasons why these groups came? (You may not find
this information in the Archives but will need to look to outside sources to answer

these questions).
Belgians originally came to Wisconsin in the mid-1800s. In 1852, two families from 

the Walloon region decided to immigrate tb America to realize the "American Dream" 

("1852"). Following their example, the first mass emigration, involving ten families, set sail 

in 1853 (Holand). Many of them were unhappy with the Belgian monarchy, and the 

families were interested in starting over and finding a new life in America ("Belgian 

Immigrants in Wisconsin"). The food and industrial crisis of the mid-1800s also 

contributed to the mass migration as 5,000 to 7,000 Belgians made the journey to 

Wisconsin between 1852 and 1856 ("1852"). They decided upon settling in Wisconsin 

while onboard the ship(s) based upon a pamphlet that listed Wisconsin as similar to 

Belgium in regards to its land, water, timber, and climate (Holand). Belgian immigrants 
came in waves and settled in Brown, Door, and Kewaunee counties, and these counties still 

have Belgian-American communities today ("1852"). 

Czechs came to Wisconsin between 1848 and 1880 and the wave of immigrants was 

primarily composed of farmers and skilled tradesmen. They were attracted by the idea of a 

new state, as Wisconsin had just been incorporated into the Union, and were interested in 

the inexpensive land with soil very similar to their own in the Czech Republic ("The Czechs 

in Wisconsin History"). Wisconsin had the largest amount of Czech immigrants from 1848 

to 1890 of all the states of the Union. An advertising pamphlet marketed Wisconsin by 
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