
Archives Assignment October 23rd | Due: to Canvas by October 25th, 11:59pm 
 
Purpose: To prepare for our project (see assignment) which you’ll share in class on November 15th and 
20th, with your chapter due on the 20th, we will  

● Familiarize ourselves with the archives and their holdings, including collections related to 
Gender and the Law  

● Identify topics of interest for the Portfolio project, in the Archives and perhaps the Library as 
a whole  

Task:  
1. Meet in the Archives (take the special elevator to the 7th floor) on October 23rd. Bring your ID 

and don’t bring food/drink.  
2. After Archivist Deb Anderson introduces you to the archival holdings, your job is to use most of 

the course to explore the possible collections that you could use for your Case Portfolio project. 
Pay attention to interesting sources.  

3. Imagine we are putting on an exhibit of archival material related to "gender and the law." 
Select the document or object you think best connects to the course, and then photograph or 
scan it.  

4. Share your photograph or scan on Canvas’ discussion board, with a short caption which 
explains:  

a. the collection and context for the object or document 
b. your initial interpretation of its meaning.  

5. Comment on at least one other object/document.  
 

Criteria: This assignment is 5% of your total grade in the course. 50% of your grade will be for completing 
the above 5 steps (pass/fail). The other 50% will come from an analysis of your caption and how clearly it: 

a. Includes detailed information about the source which would allow a viewer to understand its 
potential connection to “gender and the law” and how you interpret its meaning.  

 
Sample:  
 

This letter comes from the National Archives— it is a letter from the 
Association of Army Nurses of the Civil War to the U.S. House of 
Representatives in 1917, on the eve of Women’s (national) suffrage. 
This document supports the argument that women’s labor during 
wartime helped bolster their claims to fuller participation and 
citizenship. Just as black soldiers asserted their rights when returning 
from fighting in earlier wars (and young people would in future 
ones), women nurses claimed that they came to “expect this right” 
in part because of their dedication and service. This suggests that 
would-be legal changemakers might need to consider how their 
group is perceived externally in relation to the rights they hope to 
gain, and then mobilize to change perceptions if necessary. For 
example, much later, campaigns around the idea that “love is 
love” in the early 2000s shifted perceptions around gay, lesbian 
and bisexual couples and foreshadowed changes in marriage laws 
in the United States.  


