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Paper #2 Assignment: The Archives 2050 Proposal 
Love & Lust in America First Year Seminar 

Fall 2016 
 
 
Instructions:  
Papers should be between 800-1000 words (not including the reference section), typed and double 
spaced, using 11 or 12-point font. Each group will submit one paper, with the names of all group 
members listed at the top of the paper. One member of the group will submit their group’s paper to 
their D2L drop box for Critical Thinking Paper #2 by the end of the day on Friday 10/14. This paper is 
worth 100 points. 
 
Papers will be evaluated on the quality and organization of your writing, on the quality of your ideas, 
and on your accurate and effective use of course material (readings and class notes). For this paper, 
your work should use what you’ve learned in the section on historical research and the Lystra 
reading, our work in the Archives, Deb’s information about archival research, and what you learned 
about contemporary mating research from the Ansari readings. 
 
You must provide citations and a reference section in APA style. There is a link on our d2l page to 
resources on APA style from the Cofrin Library website. Please use it if you are unfamiliar with citation 
requirements in APA style. The reference section and your names and title info do not count in the 
word limit for your paper. 
 
Group Evaluation: 
Each group member must also submit a completed copy of the Group Evaluation form to the d2l 
drop box for Paper #2 Group Evaluation Forms by the end of the day on Friday 10/14. Individual 
grades on the paper will be revised according to the group’s evaluation of the quality of your work 
on the project. 
  
 
Why This Assignment?  
The first goal of this assignment is to give you practice writing for a professional audience, in a 
proposal format. Most of us will be asked to develop proposals in our careers, and it is a type of 
writing that requires the ability to convey your ideas with conciseness and clarity. It also requires 
significant time in background research and project idea development. These are important skills, 
but also skills that require time and significant effort to develop.  
 
The second goal of this assignment is to provide you with an opportunity to think more deeply about 
how social historical data is gathered and about the value of historical information in understanding 
mating practices over time, and to give you an opportunity to think creatively about generate 
solutions to the issue of gathering contemporary documentation of mating practices in an 
increasingly digital world. 
 
 
The Assignment: 
Your group has been asked to design a project that will allow the University Archives to gather 
materials on contemporary mating (i.e., romantic relationships, love, and sexuality) to be used by 
future social historians. Over the next two weeks, your group will write a proposal for this project. 
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Your proposal should include: 
(1) Description of Methods and Materials - A detailed description of the methods you propose 

using to gather the archival materials. and the types of materials you will gather. This section 
should comprise approximately 75% of your paper. Your description must address the following 
questions:  

a. What will you do to find and collect these archival materials? You must provide a 
detailed description of the methods you will use to gather your materials.  

b. How will these methods allow you to gather a significant amount of relevant materials 
on contemporary mating? (Hint: For a and b you should critically examine Ansari’s and 
Lystra’s methods.) 

c. What kinds of materials will you gather? You must provide a detailed description of the 
materials you will gather using your methods (e.g., diaries, personal letters, family 
albums, etc.). 

d. How will these materials be particularly helpful for future historians as they attempt to 
understand mating in the 2010’s? (Hint: Use Lystra’s ideas here about the value of 
primary sources.) 

(2) Staff – Who will gather the data? 
(3) Timeline – How long will your project take to complete? How long will each aspect of the 

project take to complete? 
(4) Budget – What is the overall cost of your project? Include estimated costs for labor as well as 

the supplies required to complete your project. 

 

 
 
 


